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SUBJECT: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

REF: CARACAS 2351 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE ACTION OF OWENS-ILLINOIS 
OFFICIALS IN DEALING WITH THE KIDNAPPERS UNILATERALLY 
AND PICKING UP THE LIST OF INSTRUCTIONS REPORTED PARA 1 
REFTEL PLUS THEIR LACK OF PRECAUTION IN HANDLING THE 
DOCUMENT WAS STRENUOUSLY OBJECTED TO BY THE PRINCIPAL 
VENEZUELAN INVESTIGATING OFFICER. FRANK LYNCH OF OWENS- 
ILLINOIS, U.S.A., ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD MADE AN 
ERROR AND PROMISED FULL COOPERATION IN THE FUTURE. 

LYNCH DEPARTED FOR THE U.S. YESTERDAY MORNING AND IS 
EXPECTED BACK IN CARACAS THIS AFTERNOON. 

2. THE PRESS CONFERENCE MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 3 OF 
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UNDERSTAND HOWEVER THAT, ACTING AT THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, THE CHIEF INVESTIGATING 
OFFICER HAS RECOMMENDED AGAINST LOCAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
KIDNAPPER S COMMUNIQUE. HE REPORTEDLY ADVISED THE COMPANY THAT 
THEY WERE FREE TO PROCEED TODO SO IF THEY INSISTED. WE BELIEVE 
THAT THE GOV'S ATTITUDE IN THIS REGARD IS TEMPERED BY CONSIDERA- 
TIONS CONCERNING THE POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS OF PUBLISHING 
CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE COMMUNIQUE THAT THEY HAD EARLIER BEEN 
INSTRUMENTAL IN CONVINCING LOCAL PUBLISHERS NOT TO CARRY, I.E. 

THE MENTION OF MORALES BELLO AND OTHER OFFICIALS AS WELL 
AS ATTACKS ON GOV ECONOMIC POLICIES. A COMPANY SPOKESMAN 
INQUIRED OF THE EMBASSY WHETHER THEY COULD COUNT ON THE EMBASSY'S 
ASSISTANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPERS IN SEEKING PUBLICATION OF THE 
COMMUNIQUE. WE RESPONDED THAT WE WOULD HAVE TO REQUEST INSTRUC- 
TIONS. SUBSEQUENTLY, 

COMPANY OFFICIALS INDICATED THEIR INTENTION OF WITHHOLDING 
PUBLICATION DESPITE THE IMPENDING DEADLINE IN THE KIDNAPPER'S 
INSTRUCTIONS. THEY DEEMED THIS TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE 
REQUEST FOR PROOF THAT THEY WERE DEALING WITH THE NIEHOUS KID- 
NAPPERS MADE AT YESTERDAY S PRESS CONFERENCE. 

3. WE BELIEVE THAT THE GOV WILL REMAIN RELUCTANT TO AGREE TO THE 
FULL PUBLICATION OF THE COMMUNIQUE AND, IF THE EMBASSY SHOULD 
INTERCEDE IN THIS MATTER, IT WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO DO SO 
DIRECTLY WITH THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR. SINCE THE COMPANY'S 
REQUEST MAY BE RENEWED IN THE NEAR FUTURE, WE REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS. 
SHLAUDEMAN 
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